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large as of those in France and there are different
kinds of nut-trees. The pecans (it is thus that the
fruit of one of the Nut-trees is called) have a better
flavor than our nuts in France. Peach-trees from
the Mississipi have been brought to us; they come
in very good condition. But among the fruits of the
Country those which seem to me the best, and which
would certainly be appreciated in France, are the
Piakimina and the Racemina. 'The latter are perhaps
twice as long as the finger and about as large as an
infant’s arm: the former resemble medlars some-
what, except that the crown is smaller. We also
have grapes, but they are only indifferently good;
they must be gathered from the tops of the trees.
Sometimes we have been compelled to make wine of
them, for lack of having any other in saying Mass.
Our Savages are not accustomed to gather fruit from
the trees; they think it better to cut down the trees
themselves; for this reason, there are scarcely any
fruit-trees in the vicinity of the Villages.*

It seems that a Country as beautiful and as exten-
sive as this ought to be overspread with well-popu-
lated Villages; nevertheless, counting our own there
are only three — of which one is more than a hundred
leagues from here, where there are eight or nine
hundred Savages; and the other is on the Mississipi,
25 leagues from our Village. The men are generally
of tall stature, very lithe, and good runners, being
accustomed from their tenderest youth to hunt wild
beasts in the forests. They wear only a girdle, the
rest of the body being wholly bare: as for the
women, they, in addition, cover the bosom with a
deer-skin. But both are modestly clothed when they
come to Church; they envelop the body in a large



